Indicazioni operative e materiale per il compito di realtà delle classi quarte (I quad.)
Ore: 4 h in aula per lavoro di gruppo a partire da attività di compito assegnate in precedenza ai singoli alunni + 2h di esposizione del lavoro di gruppo e valutazione

 1. Il docente di Inglese introduce l'attività a partire dalla definizione di Fake news e di Post-truth

 2. Ai singoli alunni viene assegnata la lettura del seguente articolo in inglese con relative domande di comprensione e di riflessione 

[image: image1.jpg]In 2017, ‘fake news' was Collins Dictionary’s

word of the Year previous year Oxford

Dictionaries’ chose 'post-truth’ as theirs

Jeff Broadbent gives us the facts on the

increasing unreliability of our news media
(or at least we think he does).

M s an investigative journalist, | spend my days checking
& W facts and making sure | have evidence for the stories
& W 'm writing. So it's not surprising that the idea of being
in a post-truth age keeps me awake at night. It's a terrifying
thought, that many people no longer care whether a news
story is actually true, and are simply content to read something
that feels true.

The good old days~

Now, I'm not pretending that everything in the media was
100% reliable in the past. We sometimes got things very wrong,
and separating fact from fiction became more challenging as
soon as the Internet provided every amateur journalist with an
audience. So what's different now?

Wwell, in the past, we usually knew which articles had left reality
behind - conspiracy theories telling us that men didn’t really
land on the moon, or that the British Royal Family ordered the
murder of Princess Diana. This stuff was on fringe websites
that looked like they were written by fantasists, and was read
by a small minority. Most of us went to mainstream news
outlets to find out what was really happening in the world, and
although we know that newspapers and news stations have
their own political bias, we felt safe in assuming that the basic
facts were accurate.

aught on Videc

The big difference nowadays is that most people don’t go to news outlets for
their news stories — the stories come to them, via social media sites such as
Facebook. Articles appear in people’s newsfeed, or are shared and forwarded
by friends. And this is why millions now read stories that may appear to be from
credible news sources, but are in fact not merely biased, but total fabrication.

And it matters. One of the first instances where fake news may have influenced

an election was in the US in 2016. There have always been exaggerations and
untruths during election campaigns, but in this one there was an organized

strategy of targeting key voters with fake

news stories via social media. An analysis Facebook shares/comments/reactions
of how millions of Facebook users engaged 1o 'O 20 US election stories

with these fake stories showed that in the
last three months of the campaign, they
got more shares, likes, and comments than
all the real stories from traditional news 1 T
outlets. And is it just coincidence that most ' —

of the fake stories were in favour of the : R
eventual winner, Donald Trump? i 2

Mainstream
news

r‘l President Trump was also one of the first

g politicians to take advantage of the fake news
phenomenon. When reporters confronted him
with negative news stories, his answer was
simple: ‘Fake news ... next question’. Other
world leaders have done the same, and their
supporters are quick to believe them. Many
people are happy to view all facts as doubtful
- it makes it easy for them to choose what to
believe and stick to their prejudices.

Now there are whole fake news sites out there, WikiLeaks CONFIRMS
HILLARY SOLD WEAPONS TO xSs :

producing bogus stories that people share
unthinkingly. It's big business, because the most
sensational stories get thousands of clicks, and
advertisers will pay huge sums to make use

of this traffic. And so we end up with a very
worrying question in a democracy - how do we
know who or what to vote for if we can't be sure
what's true? But then I'll leave you with an even bigger question: how many el
really want to know the truth, if it challenges our deeply-held beliefs and lifestyles?





Domande di comprensione e riflessione:

 a) What's the problem with amateur journalism on the Internet?

 b) Why weren't old-fashioned conspiracy theories as big a problem as modern fake news?

 c) Why was fake news such a problem during the 2016 US election campaign?

 d) Why are some people happy to believe that the facts they hear are unreliable?

 e) How can people make money from writing fake news stories?

 f) How do you get your news stories? How do you know they are reliable?

 g) Can you think of any fake news story?
 3. Nella prima ora di attività di gruppo in aula gli alunni di ogni gruppo si confronteranno sulle risposte date e stileranno un documento con le risposte condivise. Sarà possibile esporre quanto emerso agli altri gruppi

 4. Nella seconda ora di attività in aula gli alunni all'interno del proprio gruppo dovranno distinguere le notizie vere da quelle false fra le seguenti fornite dal docente. In un secondo momento i vari gruppi si confronteranno puntando l'attenzione sugli elementi che hanno permesso loro la distinzione Al termine il docente fornirà le soluzioni
ESERCIZIO: Quali sono le notizie vere? Perché?
[image: image2.jpg]Irma - first Category 6
Hurricane on record!

A Facebook live video of passengers
trapped in an overturned bus on Saint
Martin has shown the havoc Hurricane
Irma is causing in the Caribbean. Many
news reports predicted Irma could
become the first Category 6 storm
onrecord, and a Tweet from website
journalist Alex Jones has confirmed
this. Another Tweet included a photo of
the flooding in Texas, showing a shark
swimming along a flooded highway!

Group 0

Man with piercings dies
going through airport
metal detectors

Gerard M. Rogers, who was the Guinness
Book of Records’ ‘most pierced person’,
was Killed as he attempted to go through
a new high-strength metal detector in
Los Angeles’ LAX airport.

LAX spokesman Joey Goldsmith said
‘We’d warned him not to go through, but
he said he'd been through one of these
before with no problem. Maybe he was
lying’. When Mr Rogers walked through
the detector, he suffered multiple fatal
wounds as it ripped out his piercings.
Airports will now be screening which
people can use the new machines.

Passenger’s peacock
not allowed on flight

A passenger on a United Airlines
flight from Newark Airport in New
Jersey was told she wouldn't be
allowed on the plane with her
peacock. The woman had tried
several times to get the bird on board,
and even offered to buy a separate
ticket for it - she claimed it was her
‘emotional support peacock; and
wouldn’t be able to fly without it. A
United spokesman said passengers
needed to provide a doctor’s letter
before bringing an emotional
support animal onto a flight.

0 Man fined after
implanting travel
card chip under skin

An Australian man says the law needs
to catch up with technology, after being
fined A$220 for failing to produce his
travel card on a train in Sydney. 34-year-
old Mr Meow-Meow (full name Meow-
Ludo Disco Gamma Meow-Meow),

had had the chip from
his travel card inserted
into his hand by a
piercing expert, so he
could pass his hand
over the card
scanner. He had
done this before
boarding the
train, but was
convicted

of travelling
without a
valid ticket.

Flash flood destroys
Kentucky Noah’s Ark Exhibit

A new Noah’s Ark Christian theme

park set to open in Kentucky has been
destroyed by a flash flood. 1% inches
(40 mm) of rain fell on the area in just
one hour yesterday. The founder of the
recently built visitor attraction, Ken Ham,
is set to lose hundreds of thousands of
dollars. Although the park is insured,
insurance companies are not obliged to
pay out for flash floods because they
are something for which no person can
be held responsible, and are therefore
legally known as an ‘Act of God'.

K Winner of French
Scrabble Championship
speaks no French

Nigel Richards from New Zealand has
won the French-language Scrabble
tournament in Belgium, despite not
speaking any French. In the nine weeks
before the championship, Mr Richards
memorized the French Scrabble
Dictionary. He has no idea what the
words mean, but this didn’t stop him
winning the final match easily, against a
French speaker from Gabon. The mainly
French-speaking audience stood and
applauded his victory.
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[image: image3.jpg]1 Fake. When Hurricane Irma hit America in 2017, the news that it was
the strongest ever hurricane, a Category 6, was posted on Facebook
by Alex Jones, and was shared more than 2 million times. It was
fake news because there is no such thing as a Category 6 hurricane
- the categories only go up to 5. The ‘live’ Facebook video of the
bus drama was in fact a recording of an earlier hurricane incident,
replaying on a loop. And while it's true that there was a lot of flooding
in Texas, the photo of the shark swimming along the flooded highway
was a photoshopped image.

2 Fake. A typically gruesome fake news story, of the kind people
immediately want to share. It was posted on the parody website
Empire News in 2017. Almost everything in the story is false, and
of course, airport metal detectors don't attract metal objects, they
simply detect them. Only MRI scanners could cause a problem with
magnetic attraction, though not enough to pull a piercing out of the
body. Patients are advised to take piercings out before an MRI scan
in case the piercings move or heat up.

3 True. The woman tried to board a United Airlines flight from New
Jersey several times with her peacock, claiming that she needed
it with her for emotional support. She even offered to pay for
a separate ticket for it, but airline staff refused because of its
weight and size. A United spokesperson told journalists later that
passengers wishing to take emotional support animals on flights
needed to provide a doctor’s letter at least 48 hours before the
flight, to prove that it really was necessary.

4 True. Even the 34-year-old man’s name is true, as he has had it
changed and officially registered, as Meow-Ludo Disco Gamma
Meow-Meow. Mr Meow-Meow had the chip from his travel card
coated in bio-compatible plastic before having it inserted into his
hand. He said he was very disappointed to receive the fine, as
it simply showed that he was ‘ahead of the law’. He complains
that society is behind in applying the potential benefits of new
technology, and ran as a candidate for the Science Party in
Australian elections in 2017.

5 Fake. There really is a Christian theme park, called Ark Encounter,
based on Noah's Ark in Kentucky. It was opened in 2016, but
the story about it being flooded shortly before its opening was
a satirical fake news story. Of course, it's also true that insurers
often don’t pay out for damage caused by severe episodes of bad
weather, and rather bizarrely in our largely secular society, still refer
to them as ‘Acts of God'.

6 True. When it comes to actually speaking French, Nigel Richards
can do little more than say ‘Bonjour!” and count. He played Scrabble
in French by processing in his head all the options for different
combinations of letters to make words in the French Scrabble
Dictionary, without knowing anything about the meaning of them.
He first played the game when he was 28, but is now considered
the greatest Scrabble player in history.





SOLUZIONI dell'esercizio precedente per il docente

 5. Nelle ultime due ore di attività in classe ogni gruppo, a partire dalle seguenti domande-guida, produrrà un breve saggio in Inglese o in Italiano sul tema affrontato. 

- Ritieni che le fake news e la post-verità costituiscano un serio problema? Per quali motivi? (nell'argomentare fai riferimento ad alcuni esempi tratti dai testi letti durante l'attività ed eventualmente ad altri esempi a te noti)

- Per quali motivi si ricorre alle fake news? (fai riferimento all'articolo letto)

- Quali interventi possono essere messi in atto per affrontare il problema delle fake news e dell'utilizzo delle stesse a fini manipolativi?

 6. Due ore saranno dedicate alla presentazione da parte dei gruppi dei testi che verranno valutati dai docenti individuati dal CdC

